JOSEPH F. RICE SCHOOL OF
LAW

The mission of the University of South Carolina Joseph F. Rice School of
Law is to provide students, through an in-depth legal education, with a
foundation upon which they can build successful careers in the practice
of law and public service; to contribute to the development of the law and
legal theory through significant faculty scholarship on issues of state,
national and international importance; and to advance the administration

of justice through service to the legal profession, the state and the nation.

Degree Programs

The Joseph F. Rice School of Law offers a full-time day Juris Doctor
program. To earn the J.D., students must successfully complete 90 hours
of course work over six semesters, including at least four semesters of
study in residence at the Joseph F. Rice School of Law.

+ Juris Doctor (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-
programs/juris-doctor/)

+ Graduate Legal Studies (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/
degree-programs/graduate-legal-studies/)

Combination Degrees

The Joseph F. Rice School of Law offers students the opportunity to
complete work on a Juris Doctor and a graduate degree in one of the
following programs:

+ Accountancy / Law, M.A.C.C. / J.D. (https://
academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/accountancy-law-
macc-jd/)

+ Criminology and Criminal Justice / Law, M.A. / J.D. (https://
academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/criminology-
criminal-justice-law-ma-jd/)

+ Earth and Environmental Resources Management / Law, M.E.E.R.M. /

J.D. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/earth-

environmental-resources-management-law-meerm-jd/)

Health Services Policy and Management / Law, M.H.A. / J.D. (https://

academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/health-services-

policy-management-law-mha-jd/)

Human Resources / Law M.H.R. / J.D. (https://

academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/human-resources-

law-mhr-jd/)

International Business / Law, I.M.B.A. / J.D. (https://

academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/international-

business-law-imba-jd/)

+ Journalism and Mass Communications / Law, M.M.C. / J.D. (https://
academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/journalism-mass-
communications-law-mmc-jd/)

* Public Administration / Law, M.PA. / J.D. (https://
academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/public-
administration-law-mpa-jd/)

* Social Work / Law, M.S.W. / J.D. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/
law/degree-programs/social-work-law-msw-jd/)

Dual Degree

+ Environmental Law and Policy / Law, M.E.L.P. / J.D. (Dual
Degree Program with the Vermont Law School) (https://

Joseph F. Rice School of Law 1

academicbulletins.sc.edu/law/degree-programs/environmental-law-
policy-law-melp-jd-dual-degree-program/)

State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement for Distance
Education Complaint Process

USC participates in the State Authorization Reciprocity

Agreement (https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fnc-sara.org%2Fsara-
students&data=05%7C02%7CPECKLER%40email.sc.edu
%7Ccc27bcfdd99540f7d3d608dd9e14c529%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd23899
%7C0%7C0%7C638840534226880843%7CUnknown
%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUslIIYiOilwLjAuUMDAwWMCIsIIAIOiJXz
%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yg87aLmNW2DL3hIB5IAKZP
%2BU07DwYhla8%2FErTEd1L3g%3D&reserved=0) (SARA), which is a

voluntary, interstate reciprocity agreement that establishes comparable

standards for interstate offering of postsecondary distance education.

Students who wish to file a complaint about distance education covered

by this agreement must first file a complaint with USC. If the complaint

is not resolved, students may contact the SC Commission on Higher

Education, which is the SC SARA portal agency. See State Authorization

Complaint Policies (https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/provost/
academicpriorities/academicprograms/state-authorization/complaint-
policies.php) for information about how to file a complaint.
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