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SPECIAL EDUCATION, PH.D.
Tracks
1. University Teaching and Research

2. Special Education Leadership

Program Description
The Ph.D. program in special education focuses on preparing special
education professionals with emphasis on either teacher education and
research or administration and leadership. The Ph.D. program prepares
its graduates to become successful and productive special education
faculty members or administrators through an intensive course of
advanced study. Courses include both seminars and experiential learning.

Learning Outcomes
1. Graduates will identify and discuss major theories, philosophies, and

legal structures related to the life-long education of individuals with
disabilities.

2. Graduates will write high-quality literature reviews, papers, and
research –based manuscripts.

3. Graduates will use research to identify problems and evidence-based
practices in the field.

4. Graduates will develop research questions and conduct high-quality
collaborative and independent research.

5. Graduates will demonstrate knowledge of the theoretical support for
analysis of policies, procedures, and strategies that govern and direct
educational programs (leadership).

6. Graduates will demonstrate knowledge of theories in educational
leadership and the application of these theories in practical settings
(leadership).

7. Graduates will demonstrate knowledge of pedagogical styles and the
application of these styles in practical settings (higher ed).

8. Graduates will develop and deliver content for delivery in professional
development and college courses in special education (higher ed).

Specialized Competencies
• Demonstrate the ability to identify and discuss major theories and

philosophies related to learning and the education of individuals with
disabilities

• Demonstrate the ability to identify governmental and legal structures,
requirements, and parameters relating to the education and life
issues of individuals with disabilities.

• Demonstrate knowledge of the theoretical support for analysis
of policies, procedures, and strategies that govern and direct
educational programs (leadership).

• Demonstrate knowledge of theories in educational leadership and the
application of these theories in practical settings (leadership).

• Demonstrate knowledge of pedagogical styles and the application of
these styles in practical settings (higher ed).

• Demonstrate a personal philosophy of teacher-education and
pedagogical preferences, and the application of this knowledge in
practical settings (higher ed).


