Experimental Psychology, M.A. (restricted to Psychology, Ph.D. students—Cognitive and Neuro Sciences and Quantitative concentrations only)

EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY,
M.A. (RESTRICTED TO
PSYCHOLOGY, PH.D.
STUDENTS—COGNITIVE
AND NEURO SCIENCES
AND QUANTITATIVE
CONCENTRATIONS ONLY)
Degree Requirements (30 hours)
30 hours, with at least 15 hours at the 700 level or above.

Required Courses (6 hours)
Course

Title

Credits

Two basic methods courses:
PSYC 709

Basic Quantitative Methods in the Analysis of
Behavioral Data I

3

PSYC 710

Basic Quantitative Methods in the Analysis of
Behavioral Data II

3

Total Credit Hours

6

Breadth Course (3 hours)
Breadth courses are electives whose focus is outside the student’s
primary area of study, but can be complementary to their research focus.
This course should be selected in conjunction with the student’s advising
committee and approved by the program director.

Core Area Courses (6 hours)
Specialized seminar courses necessary for the student’s curriculum and
research goals. Typically, these are core courses within the Department
of Psychology, however with approval of the advising committee and
graduate program director survey courses from other departments can be
substituted (e.g., PHPH, Public Health, School of Medicine, Statistics)

Electives (9-12 hours)
Additional training tailored to each student to enhance specialized
training in the ﬁeld. Elective courses can include seminars and laboratory
work done as individual research credit hours (PSYC 889; maximum
9 hrs). Elective courses may be taught by any graduate program or
professional school at the University of South Carolina, although typically
a student will take at least some of his or her elective courses within the
program. Your Advising Committee must approve all elective courses.
You must submit an Approval of Elective Courses to your committee.
The standard time to do so is during your yearly Advising Committee
Evaluation meeting. Electives are tailored to each student to enhance
specialized training in the ﬁeld.

Thesis Preparation (3-6 hours)
All students must take at least 3, but no more than 6 credit hours of
PSYC 799 with their main advisor. The speciﬁc number of credit hours
will be determined in consultation with the advising committee so as to

1

ensure that, with the electives courses, the student meets the 30 credit
hours requirement for the Masters degree.

Thesis and Comprehensive Examination
A research thesis is required, beginning with approval of a prospectus
by the thesis committee and culminating in a defense of the written
thesis. An M.A. comprehensive oral examination may be combined with
the thesis defense or be conducted separately. The sequence of events
and more details concerning speciﬁc aspects are in the current Graduate
Program in Experimental Psychology Student Handbook, which is posted on
the Web.

