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PHILOSOPHY, PH.D.
Admissions Requirements
The philosophy department admits new students into the program in the 
fall semester of each year. Applications for admission are reviewed during 
the previous spring term. Normally, to be admitted with full standing, 
a student will have completed 18 hours of course work in philosophy 
above the introductory level. Applicants must also have met the general 
admission requirements of the Graduate School.

Applicants should arrange for three letters of recommendation and 
transcripts to be sent to the Graduate School; GRE scores are not 
required. In addition, all applicants should send a sample of philosophical 
writing (maximum length 6,000 words) and a brief statement of purpose 
(400 words) to the department.

Letters of recommendation should come from persons familiar with the 
applicant’s academic achievement and potential and should specifically 
address the applicant’s potential for success in a graduate degree 
program.

Transcripts of prior undergraduate and graduate work must show 
sufficient promise of ability to do graduate work. Hence the department 
looks for GPAs in the range from 3.00 to 4.00 for all undergraduate work 
and 3.50 to 4.00 for all graduate work (on a 4.00 scale).

Applicants whose native language is not English are required to submit a 
satisfactory score on the TOEFL or the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 
2 exam. For admission to the Ph.D. program, applicants should submit 
a TOEFL score of at least 590 PBT or 96 IBT. The minimum acceptable 
overall band score on the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 2 exam is 6.5.

Evidence of high potential from several parts of an applicant’s file may 
occasionally outweigh a low test score or a low GPA.

Students whose undergraduate major was not philosophy may be 
considered for admission on a conditional basis. If admitted, special 
programs will be arranged to provide them with the background 
necessary for graduate study. Unsuccessful applicants to the 
Ph.D. program who do not already have a master’s degree in philosophy 
will be encouraged to apply for the M.A. program.


