Linguistics, Ph.D.

LINGUISTICS, PH.D.
The mission of the Ph.D. Program in Linguistics is to train students
to pursue research and teach in the areas of general linguistics and a
chosen subﬁeld. The Ph.D. in Linguistics at USC typically involves a
much broader range of coursework than what is found at more traditional
Linguistics Departments and Programs in the United States. The program
does not focus on the training of theoretical linguists, but instead sees
its mission as that of training historical linguists, language acquisition
specialists, sociolinguists, and others, who can apply linguistic theory
to the pursuit of their research. Thus, it is typical for a student in this
program to use current syntactic theory in investigations into language
contact or language variation, or to apply phonological theory to research
on second language acquisition.
The Ph.D. course requirements (see degree requirements) involve six
core courses, plus a primary ﬁeld of study of at least 12 hours, and either
a secondary ﬁeld of 9-12 hours or at least 9 hours breadth requirement
outside the primary ﬁeld. Approved special ﬁelds are the following:
linguistic anthropology, English/French/German/Spanish linguistics,
historical linguistics, philosophy of language, phonological theory,
psycholinguistics, second/foreign language acquisition, sociolinguistics,
syntactic theory, and teaching English as a second/foreign language.
The secondary ﬁeld may consist entirely of LING-designated courses;
however, it also could include both LING-designated courses and courses
from other departments. A student may also choose a secondary
ﬁeld made up entirely of courses from a cooperating department.
Examples include English Composition and Rhetoric, Medieval and Early
Modern English Literature, Experimental Psychology, Philosophy, or
Communication Sciences and Disorders. It is possible for all credit hours
earned in a graduate certiﬁcate program in TESOL at USC to apply to this
degree. Please speak to an advisor to see how these hours apply in your
situation.

Learning Outcomes
• Students will demonstrate knowledge of theory and research in core
areas of linguistics.
• Students will demonstrate advanced knowledge in a subdiscipline in
the ﬁeld of linguistics.
• Students will demonstrate the ability to formulate and conduct a plan
of linguistic research that advances the state of knowledge in the
area of inquiry.
• Students will progress through the program in a timely manner and
ﬁnd suitable employment in the ﬁeld of linguistics (or in a profession
where their linguistic skills are being meaningfully used) at the
completion of their doctoral degree.
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