Spanish, M.A.

SPANISH, M.A.
Learning Outcomes
• Students will demonstrate advanced, graduate-level Spanish
language competence in the courses they take at both the 500and 700-level. In these courses both oral and written skills are
measured. Students are required to present orally research on a topic
and engage other students in class discussion. Additionally, they
will further demonstrate these skills by passing a comprehensive
examination that is given in Spanish. Those students who choose
to write a thesis in Spanish (language in which it is written is left to
the discretion of the thesis director and the student) will demonstrate
graduate-level Spanish language competence. Those students
who take the non-thesis option will demonstrate graduate-level
Spanish language competence by submitting a paper from one of the
additional language courses they choose.
• Students will produce original research which will demonstrate their
use of appropriate graduate-level discourse in Spanish pertinent to
the topic at hand.
• Students will demonstrate their understanding of the mechanics
of the Spanish language (phonetics, structure, relations to other
languages, and linguistic/regional variations) by conducting research
and interviews and by participating in classroom discussions and
presentations on related topics.
• Students will demonstrate reading knowledge in an additional foreign
language.

Admission
To be accepted into the M.A. and M.A.T. programs in Spanish, candidates
must hold a B.A. degree in Spanish from an accredited college or
university. Graduates of foreign university programs where Spanish is the
ofﬁcial language may be able, with permission of the graduate director,
to substitute this experience for a Spanish major. A minimum overall GPA
of 2.75 on a 4.00 scale indicates candidates possess the capability to
pursue graduate studies in Hispanic languages, literatures, and cultures.
This is demonstrated by means of ofﬁcial college or university transcripts
to be forwarded to this University. Also, three letters of recommendation
from previous Spanish instructors are required for inclusion in the
candidate’s application.
In order to pursue the Master of Arts in Spanish, the candidate should
have minimum GRE scores of 500/153 on the verbal section and 4 on the
analytical section (or scores of 400/146 and 3.5, respectively, for nonnative English speakers). A minimum score of 396 on the Miller Analogies
Test may be submitted in lieu of GRE scores for the M.A.T. An applicant
whose native language is not English is required to submit a satisfactory
score on the TOEFL or the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 2 exam.
The minimum acceptable score on the TOEFL is 80 (iBT), 230 (computerbased) or 570 (paper-based). The minimum acceptable overall band score
on the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 2 exam is 6.5.
Three letters of recommendation from previous Spanish instructors are
required for inclusion in the candidate’s application. Applicants are asked
to submit a writing sample of 2500 words, written in Spanish (in English
for those students whose native language is Spanish), and 300 word
maximum statement of purpose. In order to test Spanish speaking skills,
a ﬁve-minute sample of spoken Spanish is also required of non-native
speakers. The ﬁle should be saved as an MP3 ﬁle on a CD. For those
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who native language is Spanish, a sample of spoken English is required
submitted in the same format.
In order to pursue the Master of Arts in Spanish, candidates may be
required to make up any such deﬁciencies demonstrated on a diagnostic
examination. The background required in any foreign language is that
normally completed by an undergraduate major in the ﬁeld concerned.
The Department reserves the right to require its candidates for the degree
of Master of Arts to take special examination on any undergraduate
courses when advisable.
If a prospective student is seeking a departmental assistantship, all
application materials as indicated above must be received by the
Graduate School and the Dept. of Languages, Literatures and Cultures by
January 15. Applications submitted to the Department after June 1 will
not be processed for the Fall semester but for the following Spring.

Degree Requirements (30 Hours)
The following requirements are speciﬁc to the degree programs in
Spanish.

Spanish, M.A. Thesis Option
To receive the M.A. in Spanish (thesis option), a student must complete
the following:

Graduate Coursework in Spanish (30 Hours)
Course

Title

Credits

SPAN 515

Introduction to Spanish Linguistics

3

SPAN 700

Introduction to Graduate Studies in Languages,
Literatures, and Cultures

3

Total Credit Hours

6

Note: With permission of the graduate director, one graduate course in
another foreign language, linguistics, comparative literature, or women’s
and gender studies may be taken as a cognate.

Reading Knowledge of a Second Language

Demonstrate a reading knowledge of a second language by passing the
exam administered in the foreign language 615 courses.

Advanced Oral and Written Knowledge of Spanish

Demonstrate both oral and written control of Spanish at the advanced
level.

Comprehensive Examination

Successfully complete a comprehensive examination.

Thesis

Present and successfully defend an M.A. thesis.

Spanish, M.A. Non-Thesis Option
To receive the M.A. in Spanish (non-thesis option), a student must
complete the following:

Graduate Coursework in Spanish (30 Hours)
Course

Title

SPAN 515

Introduction to Spanish Linguistics

3

SPAN 700

Introduction to Graduate Studies in Languages,
Literatures, and Cultures

3

SPAN 715

History of the Spanish Language

Total Credit Hours

Credits

3
9
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Reading Knowledge of a Second Language

Demonstrate a reading knowledge of a second language by passing the
exam administered in the foreign language 615 courses.

Advanced Oral and Written Knowledge of Spanish

Demonstrate both oral and written control of Spanish at the advanced
level.

Comprehensive Examination

Successfully complete a comprehensive examination.

Graduate Teaching Assistants
The following is required for all graduate teaching assistants:
Course

Title

FORL 776

The Teaching of Foreign Languages in College

Total Credit Hours

Credits
3
3

