English Language and Literature

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE
Admission
Applicants for admission to the M.A., M.F.A., or Ph.D. degree programs
in the Department of English must have completed a minimum of 24
semester hours of upper-division undergraduate courses in English
or an appropriate related discipline, with grades indicating ability for
successful graduate work in the department. Applicants for all degrees
must submit all application forms required by The Graduate School,
satisfactory scores on the GRE general test, a sample of academic
writing, a statement of purpose, and at least two satisfactory letters of
recommendation from persons familiar with their academic achievement.
To particularly well-qualiﬁed candidates, the Department offers the
chance to apply for Direct Admission to the Ph.D. Program. All those
applying for direct admission will also be considered for regular
admission to the M.A. program.
Successful applicants to the M.A., M.A.T., and M.F.A. programs typically
have GRE verbal scores of 550 and above (for tests taken before October
2002), GRE analytical scores in the 3-5 range (for tests taken October
2002 and after), and an undergraduate GPA of 3.00 or better. Students
admitted to the Ph.D. program generally have GRE verbal and analytical
scores of 600 (for tests taken before October 2002) and a GPA of 3.50 or
better in their undergraduate (direct-admission applicants) or master’s
degree course work. These numbers are provided as guidelines; we do
not set absolute cut-off scores. All parts of an application are carefully
considered, with especially close attention given to the writing sample.
An applicant who lacks adequate undergraduate course work may have
to take up to 12 credit hours of 400-level literature or communication
courses (depending on the degree emphasis sought) before the
application will be considered.
The application deadline is December 15 for those wishing to be
considered for graduate assistantships and fellowships. For all others the
deadline is April 15.
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