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GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES, M.S.
Learning Outcomes
1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the principles of the

primary areas of the Earth sciences and demonstrate their facility for
advanced study in their chosen specialized areas.

2. Students will learn the scientific method and use it to gain
knowledge. 

3. Students will demonstrate their proficiency in the use of laboratory,
computational and field equipment and have problem-solving skills.

Admission
Applicants for a graduate degree in the School of Earth Ocean and
Environment must have a baccalaureate degree from an approved and
accredited college or university. Requirements for admission to all
programs within the School of Earth Ocean and Environment conform
with the general regulations of The Graduate School. Applicants whose
native language is not English are also required to submit a satisfactory
score on an English proficiency test according to The Graduate School
guidelines.

Programs
• Master of Earth and Environmental Resources Management,

M.E.E.R.M. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/graduate/arts-
sciences/earth-ocean-environment/earth-environmental-resources-
management-meerm/)

• Geological Sciences, M.S. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/
graduate/arts-sciences/earth-ocean-environment/geological-
sciences-ms/)

• Geological Sciences, Ph.D. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/
graduate/arts-sciences/earth-ocean-environment/geological-
sciences-phd/)

• Marine Science, M.S. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/graduate/
arts-sciences/earth-ocean-environment/marine-science-ms/)

• Marine Science, Ph.D. (https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/graduate/
arts-sciences/earth-ocean-environment/marine-science-phd/)

Applications Requirements
Requirements that are common to all programs:

1.    Completion of an online Graduate School application;

2.    A resume/CV

3.    Transcripts from all institutions attended.

4.    Three letters of recommendation from faculty or other professionals
in the field

5.    A Personal statement that includes your research interests and
professional goals.

6.    Submission by applicants whose native language is not English of
a satisfactory English proficiency test score according to The Graduate
School guidelines.

Questions concerning admission should be submitted to the director of
graduate studies for the School of the Earth, Ocean and Environment
(GradDir@seoe.sc.edu).

Degree Requirements (30 Hours)
Degree requirements generally follow those of The Graduate School.
The M.S. degree requires the satisfactory completion of 30 semester
hours of graduate credit. A written thesis is required of all M.S. students.
Students must successfully defend their thesis in a M.S. Thesis Defense.
The M.S. Thesis Defense consists of a public seminar, public question
and answer period, and a private consultation/examination with the
Thesis committee. It must take place no earlier than sixty (60) days after
a successful M.S. Thesis Proposal Presentation. This defense must be
filed with the Graduate Studies Office at least one week in advance by
submission of an abstract with the date, time, and place of the defense.
This information will be distributed by the Graduate Studies Office to all
faculty and students and posted on the department’s website. Students
must be registered for at least one semester hour of graduate credit
during the term in which the Thesis is completed and approved.

A Program of Study must be filed with the Graduate School before the
Thesis Defense. The results of  the Thesis Defense should be filed with
the Graduate Studies Office within one week of the defense date using
the appropriate form. If the student fails the Thesis Defense, he/she is
required to repeat it within 120 days. Failure to do so or a second failure
leads to disqualification of the student from the M.S. program.

Additional course work is determined by the student and his/her advisory
committee in accordance with departmental requirements and the
student’s background and specific needs. Qualifying and comprehensive
exams are typically completed within the first year of study.The oral
portion of the comprehensive exam consists, in part, of the defense of a
paper written by the student.

Additional details are available from the director of graduate studies
for the School of the Earth, Ocean and Environment via e-mail at: 
GradDir@seoe.sc.edu
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